“Two Lost Sons”
Luke 15:11-31
Pastor Steve Kim

(Opening Message 08.07.06)
I. Introduction
a. Addressed to sinners

i. Tax collectors, prostitutes, and generally people who were looked down upon

b. Addressed to Pharisees and teachers of the Law

i. “Moral” people

ii. Church-goers

II. The Father

a. Actively seeking

i. Ex) proposal in Chicago ( no ring!
b. We are not lovable

i. Ex) Orphan girl with scars and boils ( still chosen and loved

III. The Prodigal Son

a. Need for freedom, search for meaning in life

b. Becomes a slave: there is no such thing as true freedom; we will always live for something; “If I have ________, then I’ll be happy.”

c. The Father’s Will is the best for us!

d. “Following our hearts.” ( our hearts are enslaved because we think we know better than the Father
IV. The Older Son

a. Lost because he feels that the father owes him

i. Bitterness, anger, jealousy; “All these years I’ve been slaving for you…”

ii. In love with the gifts rather than the giver

b. Serving became a duty, not a privilege.

“Rock of Ages”
1 Kings 19:1-8
Pastor Steve Kim

(Evening Message 08.07.06)
I. Introduction

a. God is trying to get at Elijah’s heart.

b. “What are you doing here Elijah?”

II. Despair

a. Elijah was depressed.

i. Other men of God also struggled with depression!

1. ex) Charles Spurgeon, David in the desert, etc.

ii. Elijah fell asleep ( much sleep is a sign of depression

b. Elijah felt empty.

i. He expected things to end, to change after the altar showdown

ii. Instead, he found himself in greater danger and his expectations were not met.

c. Elijah felt self-pity

i. “I’m the only one left.  I’m alone.”

ii. Seeing self as the victim; “Woe is me…”

d. Elijah was afraid.

i. Running away from exposure

ii. Fear of death, abandonment, lack of control, etc.

III. A Change of Perspective

a. The Mountain of God (Horeb)

i. “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” (verse 11)
ii. Experiencing sin and holiness (love)

iii. We are sinners saved by grace

iv. “Rock of Ages”; standing on Christ

b. The Whisper of God

i. Not in fire or earthquake, but in VOICE

ii. When we are depressed, we listen to our own voice and the voice of the enemy

iii. Has both TRUTH and LOVE
c. The Purpose of God

i. Renewal of Calling

ii. “GET UP!”

“Our Spiritual Engine”
Philippians 3:7-11

Pastor Steve Kim

(Morning Message 08.08.06)
I. Introduction

a. A community of fellowship is very important

i. God is love.

ii. “By your love, the world will know God is alive.”

b. Our Christian life is mainly experienced within Christian fellowships

i. There is no such thing as a Christian loner!

ii. Biblical commands are often given in plural format: you, Ephesians, etc.

c. Matt 5:21-24

i. Matthew 5-7: The Sermon on the Mount

ii. Lost Boys of Sudan (a documentary) ( Everybody is busy here.  There are no friends here.”


iii. E.D. Hirsch, Jr. American culture authority ( The dark side of ourselves as we relate to our search for community.

iv. Schaeler ( The biggest thing we struggle is finding community
II. Community is a Family Affair
a. Being a Christian naturally makes you a part of a family

b. Friendship is a voluntary relationship; family is not

i. No choice; born into a family for a purpose; there may be differences and conflict, but also love

c. Jesus calls the relationship of fellow Christians “BROTHER”

d. “Building the house of God together…”

e. Deeper than surface-level

i. Sermon on the mount is about 2 different types of people (external vs. internal)

ii. Being filled with God Himself

III. Community Has To Go Deeper Inside Than Just Being Nice On the Outside

a. Jesus says there are 2 groups of “good people”
i. One is doing it all outwardly, praying, fasting etc. The other is like that inwardly.
b. Encounter the God of the universe, so you would change radically in your hearts. Not just with nice words, but inside.
IV. Jesus is Calling For Personal Accountability
a.  “…and there remember that your brother has something against you…”

i. We are responsible for one another

ii. Even though I may not have anything against others, I must be aware of how others feel about me; their faith is partially my responsibility.

b. 2 things needed for accountability

i. Love

ii. Truth

c. Accountability gets rid of isolation, while sin isolates us from God and from others

V. Community Means Corporate Spirituality

a. “Go get your brother and worship together!”

i. Ex) C.S. Lewis “The Four Loves” ( 3 friends, each brought something out of one another to make relationship special

b. We see more of God when we see one another.

“Discerning God’s Voice”
John 10:27-28

Pastor IJ Kim
(Evening Message 08.08.06)
I. Introduction

a. We live in a post-modern world in which how we view truth is more important than the Truth itself.

b. We must be armed with God’s power; we need to hear God’s voice.

c. “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish.”

II. Different Kinds of Voices

a. “Voice” here is defined as those inner-thoughts
i. Inner Thoughts ( my own voice, my old self

b. 4 Kinds

i. Yourself

ii. Family and Friends

1. Encouragements and corrections

2. Often with said with good intentions, but they don’t see the whole picture

iii. The Enemy

1. Accusation

2. Temptation (overcome it with the Word of God!)

3. Deception

iv. Christ, Your Shepherd
c. We Need to Listen to the Voice of Jesus
III. The Voice of God

a. The Written Word

i. “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path…” ( turn on the light!

ii. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for…” ( meditate on the Word

b. The Holy Spirit

i. Making Him the Lord of my heart

ii. Prayer and fasting

iii. Learning to wait upon the Lord, conversing with Him

c. Godly People

i. Good Christian authors

1. Ex) Elisabeth Eliott, John Piper, C.S. Lewis, A.W. Tozer, etc.

ii. Pastor, teacher, counselors, others

iii. Key: be teachable, humble, and open; this leads to ongoing growth

IV. Cautions

a. Don’t rush in sharing “insights” from God.

b. Don’t use God’s name in vain.

c. Don’t wait upon God for obvious common wisdom (like brushing one’s teeth).

“Check the Soil, How Do You Hear?”
Matthew 13:1-23

Pastor Paul Kim
(Morning Message 08.09.06)
I. Introduction

a. Figuring out the root of the problem

i. Ex) computer tech-support

b. Theme in the Gospels ( “the Kingdom of God is like…” (vs. 1-3, 24, 31, 33, 36, 44, 45, 47, 53)
II. The Soils
a. Path Soil
i. Hardened hearts, nothing penetrates the heart; not being affected, not interested, don’t care.
ii. Pharisees and religious leaders would hear the messages, see the miracles, but instead of worshipping Jesus, they resented him, they hated him.  Their hearts were hard.  

b. Rocky Soil

i. Received with joy, but fallen away in the face of trouble and persecution; no roots, doesn’t last

ii. Those who fall away in pressure ( look the same as those on good soil, but Christ isn’t internalized and faith depends on circumstances
c. Thorny Soil

i. The seed falls, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it

ii. The problem is that there are too many other concerns and desires.  There no space, the heart is too crowded.  These people try to squeeze God in on top of all our other worries and desires.
d. Good Soil

i. Producing fruit, LOTS of it

ii. The message of the kingdom falls upon souls – there is either change or no change

III. Three Statements
a. Many hear, but only a few truly receive

i. Only a few are truly citizens of Kingdom of Heaven.
ii. Rocky soil looks a lot like good soil, esp. in good times

iii. Thorny soil also looks a lot like good soil on the outside, but has internal worries

iv. Rocky and thorny hearted people are not kingdom citizens.
v. The structure of the parable:

1. The Samaritan is contrasted to the Levite and priest.

2. To an agricultural society, where the seeds fell doesn’t matter, the only thing that matters is the fruit produced. 

b. Few receive, but sometimes you can’t tell right away

i. Rocky soil looks the same as good soil.

ii. Thorny soil looks like good soil that is just worried on the outside. 

iii. Jonathan Edwards struggled with seeing many who are on the bandwagon during the Great Awakening. He said that there are a lot of things you can counterfeit, but the one thing Satan cannot counterfeit is the genuine love for God.  
iv. There are things that look like loving God, but you love yourself.
v. It is about the condition of your heart.

vi. Your fruitfulness of tomorrow depends on your condition of your heart today

c. Kingdom seeds are powerful
i. Radical, irrepressible, undeniable…

ii. God-empowered, anointed transformation

iii. Even in heat and in struggles, there is growth and CHANGE

iv. The Kingdom of God is here.  It is radically here to transform our lives.

“The Kingdom on Earth”
Revelations 21:1-5

Pastor Paul Kim

(Evening Message 08.09.06)
I. Our Fallen World

a. Numerous consequences

i. Alienation from God

1. Through Adam’s disobedience, we have been separated from God through a chasm of sin.
ii. Alienation from ourselves
1. Now we are struggling to find the significance and meaning.
2. We don’t like what we see in ourselves
iii. Alienation from others

1. We live now with a profound sense of shame

2. We wear masks, we manipulate



iv. Alienation from nature

1. Creation itself is falling apart

2. Earthquake, tsunamis, aging, AIDS, bird flu, etc

II. The Coming Kingdom (that the prophets speak of)

a. Restoration, the King will rule again

b. Christ will come and judge in justice, righteousness, faithfulness (no more danger, violence, or harm)

c. “…for the earth will be full of the knowledge of [Yahweh].” – knowledge of God on His throne, worshiped and acknowledged

III. Jesus Brings the Kingdom

a. Healing, defending of the poor, demons cast out (going beyond personal salvation)

b. The reversal of the curse has begun!

IV. The Ending
a. Rev 21 the Kingdom is consummated.

b. “No more death or mourning….” 

c. God has made everything new.

d. No comp virus, no AIDS, no poverty

e. All the effects of the fall will be completely erased. It will be heaven!!

V. We Live in the In-Between
a. Already – But Not Yet. Christ has already come.  He has already given us Kingdom. But it is not yet consummated, perfected, completed.

b. The effects of the alienation not completely removed.

i. With God

1. We can have reconciliation with God through Jesus Christ.

2. But not yet perfectly, we don’t see him face to face

3. 1 Corinthians 13 “in a dim reflection of mirror”

ii. Now we have a new identity

1. We have love and acceptance from God.

2. Yet not fully, so we still have residual shame. 

iii. Alienation from others

1. We live in the community.  We break bread together.

2. We share generously with one another, but not yet perfectly. 

iv. Creation
1. Jesus showed the coming Kingdom – healings, deliverance etc.
2. But not perfectly, we still age, have sickness.
3. Our resurrection bodies are yet to come.
c. What did Jesus accomplish on the cross?

i. I am saved – that’s important; but that’s just one little dot.
ii. We will be amazed at the comprehensive redemptive work of Christ.
d. God is enthroned.  King Jesus has reign over His Kingdom.

VI. The Church is a Glimpse of Heaven

a. “A foretaste of the kingdom to come”

b. Flawed and imperfect, but a beginning

c. Two levels: new society/spiritual

i. Christ took away injustice and oppression; strong exploiting the weak

ii. God is back on the throne; HE will reign.

d. The Kingdom is defined by Jesus on His throne; the Kingdom is far bigger than just ME.

VII. Application
a. Submit to King Jesus, His Lordship ( trust and acknowledge Him

b. Live as citizens in the Kingdom community.

i. Holy Nation of Royal Priesthood, not individualistic
c. Demonstrate the Kingdom!

i. The World does not see God in His people.  His people don’t see Him.  How will the world see heaven?

I am the kingdom of God on earth.

“The Church”
Various Passages

Pastor Paul Kim

(Morning Message 08.10.06)
I. Introduction

a. “The Local church is the hope of the world.” – Bill Hybels
b. The Church is not the pastor, the Church is the people.

II. We Have a Consumer Mentality Toward Church

a. Membership, like a gym or Sam’s Club

b. You can’t be a football player without a team; joining the community of the followers of Christ

c. Church growth

i. “the Lord added to their number daily”

ii. Described in corporate terms

iii. Church: “ecclesia” ( gathering, assembly ( PEOPLE, not a place

iv. Excommunication strikes at your identity (like a father disowning his son)

v. Groom and Bride: marriage is a metaphor for the relationship between God and the church

1. Ex) Pastor IJ and Aileen: insulting Aileen would make Pastor IJ protective and very scary because he loves her deeply

vi. We treat the bride of Christ cheaply, like she’s optional.  Christ says, “I’ll die for her.”  She is sacred.

d. The Church is God’s masterpiece, the most powerful entity

III. The Priesthood of All Believers

e. All believers can study the Word, learn and teach

f. The Church is mature when the people do works of service, while pastors and evangelists equip and train them

g. We expect too much from pastors.  Pastors are human, too!

h. We expect too little from ourselves.

i. Ex)  God’s use of shepherds, fishermen, tent-makers, etc. to do His work

ii. We underestimate what lay people can do…we must unleash the church!

IV. The Church in the World

i. Christians need to respond; the role of the church

j. The local church must be the backbone of Christ’s presence and witness in the community.

k. The dignity, beauty, power, and worth of the Church as the Bride of Christ.

