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I. Introduction

a. Figuring out the root of the problem

i. Ex) computer tech-support

b. Theme in the Gospels ( “the Kingdom of God is like…” (vs. 1-3, 24, 31, 33, 36, 44, 45, 47, 53)

II. The Soils

a. Path Soil

i. Hardened hearts, nothing penetrates the heart; not being affected, not interested, don’t care.
ii. Pharisees and religious leaders would hear the messages, see the miracles, but instead of worshipping Jesus, they resented him, they hated him.  Their hearts were hard.  

b. Rocky Soil

i. Received with joy, but fallen away in the face of trouble and persecution; no roots, doesn’t last

ii. Those who fall away in pressure ( look the same as those on good soil, but Christ isn’t internalized and faith depends on circumstances

c. Thorny Soil

i. The seed falls, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it

ii. The problem is that there are too many other concerns and desires.  There no space, the heart is too crowded.  These people try to squeeze God in on top of all our other worries and desires.
d. Good Soil

i. Producing fruit, LOTS of it

ii. The message of the kingdom falls upon souls – there is either change or no change

III. Three Statements

a. Many hear, but only a few truly receive

i. Only a few are truly citizens of Kingdom of Heaven.
ii. Rocky soil looks a lot like good soil, esp. in good times

iii. Thorny soil also looks a lot like good soil on the outside, but has internal worries

iv. Rocky and thorny hearted people are not kingdom citizens.

v. The structure of the parable:

1. The Samaritan is contrasted to the Levite and priest.

2. To an agricultural society, where the seeds fell doesn’t matter, the only thing that matters is the fruit produced. 

b. Few receive, but sometimes you can’t tell right away

i. Rocky soil looks the same as good soil.

ii. Thorny soil looks like good soil that is just worried on the outside. 

iii. Jonathan Edwards struggled with seeing many who are on the bandwagon during the Great Awakening. He said that there are a lot of things you can counterfeit, but the one thing Satan cannot counterfeit is the genuine love for God.  
iv. There are things that look like loving God, but you love yourself.
v. It is about the condition of your heart.

vi. Your fruitfulness of tomorrow depends on your condition of your heart today

c. Kingdom seeds are powerful

i. Radical, irrepressible, undeniable…

ii. God-empowered, anointed transformation

iii. Even in heat and in struggles, there is growth and CHANGE

iv. The Kingdom of God is here.  It is radically here to transform our lives.

