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I. Introduction

a. “The Local church is the hope of the world.” – Bill Hybels

b. The Church is not the pastor, the Church is the people.

II. We Have a Consumer Mentality Toward Church

a. Membership, like a gym or Sam’s Club

b. You can’t be a football player without a team; joining the community of the followers of Christ

c. Church growth

i. “the Lord added to their number daily”

ii. Described in corporate terms

iii. Church: “ecclesia” ( gathering, assembly ( PEOPLE, not a place

iv. Excommunication strikes at your identity (like a father disowning his son)

v. Groom and Bride: marriage is a metaphor for the relationship between God and the church

1. Ex) Pastor IJ and Aileen: insulting Aileen would make Pastor IJ protective and very scary because he loves her deeply

vi. We treat the bride of Christ cheaply, like she’s optional.  Christ says, “I’ll die for her.”  She is sacred.

d. The Church is God’s masterpiece, the most powerful entity

III. The Priesthood of All Believers

e. All believers can study the Word, learn and teach

f. The Church is mature when the people do works of service, while pastors and evangelists equip and train them

g. We expect too much from pastors.  Pastors are human, too!

h. We expect too little from ourselves.

i. Ex)  God’s use of shepherds, fishermen, tent-makers, etc. to do His work

ii. We underestimate what lay people can do…we must unleash the church!

IV. The Church in the World

i. Christians need to respond; the role of the church

j. The local church must be the backbone of Christ’s presence and witness in the community.

k. The dignity, beauty, power, and worth of the Church as the Bride of Christ.

