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I. Our Fallen World

a. Numerous consequences

i. Alienation from God

1. Through Adam’s disobedience, we have been separated from God through a chasm of sin.
ii. Alienation from ourselves
1. Now we are struggling to find the significance and meaning.
2. We don’t like what we see in ourselves
iii. Alienation from others

1. We live now with a profound sense of shame

2. We wear masks, we manipulate



iv. Alienation from nature

1. Creation itself is falling apart

2. Earthquake, tsunamis, aging, AIDS, bird flu, etc

II. The Coming Kingdom (that the prophets speak of)

a. Restoration, the King will rule again

b. Christ will come and judge in justice, righteousness, faithfulness (no more danger, violence, or harm)

c. “…for the earth will be full of the knowledge of [Yahweh].” – knowledge of God on His throne, worshiped and acknowledged

III. Jesus Brings the Kingdom

a. Healing, defending of the poor, demons cast out (going beyond personal salvation)

b. The reversal of the curse has begun!

IV. The Ending

a. Rev 21 the Kingdom is consummated.

b. “No more death or mourning….” 

c. God has made everything new.

d. No comp virus, no AIDS, no poverty

e. All the effects of the fall will be completely erased. It will be heaven!!

V. We Live in the In-Between

a. Already – But Not Yet. Christ has already come.  He has already given us Kingdom. But it is not yet consummated, perfected, completed.

b. The effects of the alienation not completely removed.

i. With God

1. We can have reconciliation with God through Jesus Christ.

2. But not yet perfectly, we don’t see him face to face

3. 1 Corinthians 13 “in a dim reflection of mirror”

ii. Now we have a new identity

1. We have love and acceptance from God.

2. Yet not fully, so we still have residual shame. 

iii. Alienation from others

1. We live in the community.  We break bread together.

2. We share generously with one another, but not yet perfectly. 

iv. Creation

1. Jesus showed the coming Kingdom – healings, deliverance etc.

2. But not perfectly, we still age, have sickness.

3. Our resurrection bodies are yet to come.

c. What did Jesus accomplish on the cross?

i. I am saved – that’s important; but that’s just one little dot.

ii. We will be amazed at the comprehensive redemptive work of Christ.

d. God is enthroned.  King Jesus has reign over His Kingdom.

VI. The Church is a Glimpse of Heaven

a. “A foretaste of the kingdom to come”

b. Flawed and imperfect, but a beginning

c. Two levels: new society/spiritual

i. Christ took away injustice and oppression; strong exploiting the weak

ii. God is back on the throne; HE will reign.

d. The Kingdom is defined by Jesus on His throne; the Kingdom is far bigger than just ME.

VII. Application

a. Submit to King Jesus, His Lordship ( trust and acknowledge Him

b. Live as citizens in the Kingdom community.

i. Holy Nation of Royal Priesthood, not individualistic

c. Demonstrate the Kingdom!

i. The World does not see God in His people.  His people don’t see Him.  How will the world see heaven?

I am the kingdom of God on earth.

