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I. Introduction

a. A community of fellowship is very important

i. God is love.

ii. “By your love, the world will know God is alive.”

b. Our Christian life is mainly experienced within Christian fellowships

i. There is no such thing as a Christian loner!

ii. Biblical commands are often given in plural format: you, Ephesians, etc.

c. Matt 5:21-24

i. Matthew 5-7: The Sermon on the Mount

ii. Lost Boys of Sudan (a documentary) ( Everybody is busy here.  There are no friends here.”


iii. E.D. Hirsch, Jr. American culture authority ( The dark side of ourselves as we relate to our search for community.

iv. Schaeler ( The biggest thing we struggle is finding community
II. Community is a Family Affair

a. Being a Christian naturally makes you a part of a family

b. Friendship is a voluntary relationship; family is not

i. No choice; born into a family for a purpose; there may be differences and conflict, but also love

c. Jesus calls the relationship of fellow Christians “BROTHER”

d. “Building the house of God together…”

e. Deeper than surface-level

i. Sermon on the mount is about 2 different types of people (external vs. internal)

ii. Being filled with God Himself

III. Community Has To Go Deeper Inside Than Just Being Nice On the Outside

a. Jesus says there are 2 groups of “good people”
i. One is doing it all outwardly, praying, fasting etc. The other is like that inwardly.
b. Encounter the God of the universe, so you would change radically in your hearts. Not just with nice words, but inside.
IV. Jesus is Calling For Personal Accountability
a.  “…and there remember that your brother has something against you…”

i. We are responsible for one another

ii. Even though I may not have anything against others, I must be aware of how others feel about me; their faith is partially my responsibility.

b. 2 things needed for accountability

i. Love

ii. Truth

c. Accountability gets rid of isolation, while sin isolates us from God and from others

V. Community Means Corporate Spirituality

a. “Go get your brother and worship together!”

i. Ex) C.S. Lewis “The Four Loves” ( 3 friends, each brought something out of one another to make relationship special

b. We see more of God when we see one another.

