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I. Introduction

a. Addressed to sinners

i. Tax collectors, prostitutes, and generally people who were looked down upon

b. Addressed to Pharisees and teachers of the Law

i. “Moral” people

ii. Church-goers

II. The Father

a. Actively seeking

i. Ex) proposal in Chicago ( no ring!

b. We are not lovable

i. Ex) Orphan girl with scars and boils ( still chosen and loved

III. The Prodigal Son

a. Need for freedom, search for meaning in life

b. Becomes a slave: there is no such thing as true freedom; we will always live for something; “If I have ________, then I’ll be happy.”

c. The Father’s Will is the best for us!

d. “Following our hearts.” ( our hearts are enslaved because we think we know better than the Father

IV. The Older Son

a. Lost because he feels that the father owes him

i. Bitterness, anger, jealousy; “All these years I’ve been slaving for you…”

ii. In love with the gifts rather than the giver

b. Serving became a duty, not a privilege.

